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Parties: but this change in him people attributed to the
mellowing effects of time, and that savoir-fairt which long
years in high office gives to die majority of men,   Irish
Home Rule he left almost entirely to the Prime Minister
to handle,* and no one could have handled it more skilfully*
It was not Asquith's fault that the Parties found themselves
in the dilemma that a Liberal Government conferring Home
Rule would fold itself confronted with a rebellion in Ulster,
and that a Tory Government withdrawing Home Rule would
find itself confronted with a rebellion in Southern Ireland.
But Lloyd George could not refuse to strike a blow for Welsh
Disestablishment without recanting some of his earliest
and deepest convictions, betraying the people who had
trusted and made him, and mortally wounding a host of old
friends, foremost among them his uncle*   There is, in fact,
no reason for supposing that he wished to avoid striking
the blow*  It is true that he was impatient to get this
hoary controversy out of the way; but only by victory for
the cause of Disestablishment,   He was as convinced as
ever of the justice of the Welsh claim*
As usual, where Disestablishment was concerned, the
Government showed signs of wavering, for the forces
antagonistic to the measure were very powerful, and the
English electorate at best strictly neutral Once again
Wales rose in wrath to threaten the Cabinet* Conventions
were summoned, and something of the old enthusiasm for
the cause was aroused* People felt that it was a case of
now or never; for the race of persecuting parsons was
rapidly vanishing from Wales; and hostility towards the
Establishment, although not being replaced by affection,
was certainly aiming down into indifference. The great
industrial regions of Wales were far more interested in
. economic problems, and beginning to swing very definitely
in the direction of Labour politics. No doubt the Labour